4O                   Anti-Theistic Theories.
represent the history of physical science and speculation as inseparable from, if not identical with, the history of materialism. Their right to do so is, of course, denied by all their opponents. Spiritualists of every class maintain that nothing accomplished by physical science has carried us by a single step nearer materialism. All consistent theists believe that the progress of physical science has been a continuous illustration of the power, wisdom, and goodness of God Materialism cannot be allowed, therefore, quietly and illo-gically to take for granted that the interests of physical science are specially bound up with its own. At the same time it may be acknowledged, and I desire to acknowledge it cordially, that materialism and materialistic theories have largely contributed to the advancement of physical science, and have indirectly profited even mental science. It would be altogether unjust to regard them as merely hurtful or merely useless. They have suggested and stimulated the most varied researches. It is no accidental circumstance that they have abounded during every age in which physical science has been prosecuted with vigour and success. Wherever physical science is generally enterprising it must also be often audacious. If it were never unreasonably hopeful and ambitious, its achievements would be comparatively few and mean. The material universe can be